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“Amorgos”

Off to Amorgos? Is it a good option’

This will be the third time I'm going. The perfect place for
reflection.

The only thing I've heard is that it has great beaches and

Hey!! You mean the patatato dish, which has no potatoes!!!
Its a great delicacy.

Is it a good destination? How about the beat on the island?
Once you see wheat it has to offer, your heartbeat will
definitely increase..

Get recommendations

When on boat trips, the ferry often stopped at
Katapola-Egiali, so | thought it would be nice to
actually go some time. It was just perfect. The entire
island Is beautiful. Even just walking around is great.
Hectic, but it was worth it. Not that | plan to go on
such long walks ever again, but Amorgos...| can go
back any time!!

How to get there

The two ports of Amorgos, Katapola and Egialli,
are connected with Piraeus and other islands of
the Cyclades all year round. Ferries connect
the island with Naxos, the Small Cyclades and
Amorgos on a daily basis, while in summer
months there are also itineraries to Paros and
Antiparos. Also, boats perform regular
it itineraries to distant beaches.




Amorgos is located southeast of Naxos, and is the far easterly island of
the Cyclades. With is special natural beauty, the plain architecture of its
villages and the warm residents, but also with its rich cultural heritage,
Amorgos resists the speed of modem life, becoming a pleasant surprise
for all visitors.

Tourism infrastructure has developed at the centres of the island, as well
as in all villages, and visitors can find plenty of lodging options, and tavems
with delicious home-made food and fresh fish.

The approximately 1,800 residents of the island are occupied in
navigation, fishery, agriculture, livestock farming and tourism.

The name of the island possibly originates from the Greek plant amorgos,
cultivated in ancient years to provide the material for much in-demand

cloaks.

Chora is the capital of Amorgos, built away from the sea for protection
from pirates. The narrow stone-paved alleys, the small all-white houses
with blue windows, the two-storey mansions and the dozens of churches,
together with the windmills on the top of the hill, compose a picture of
simple beauty that fascinates visitors. The imposing castle built in the 13th

century by Jeremiah Gizi, where the walls with their arrow-slits are



preserved, is located on a rock in the middle of the village. The Venetian
Tower of Gavras (16th century) hosts the Archaeological Collection of
Amorgos, including the finds of excavations performed on the three ancient
cities of the island (Egiali, Arkesini and Minoa). The finds which stand out are
those of the kouros and kore from the 6th century. The sights of Chora
include the ruins of a tower from the Hellenistic Period, Kato Lakkos — a
medieval reservoir which used to supply Chora with water -, the post-
Byzantine churches of Kera Leousa, Stavros, Agios Thomas, Mitropoli, Agii
Pantes, Agios Stefanos, the historical dependency of Fotodotis Christos, and
Allilodidaktiko, one of the first high schools established in Greece after the
War of Independence in 1821.

The port of Chora, on the west coast of the island, is Katapola, an excellent
natural port. The visitor is charmed by the crystal clear waters of the bay in all
shades of blue, and the plain beyond with its orchards and olive groves, while
the numerous lodging options and shops meet all the requirements of a

pleasant stay.

On a hill above the port lies the ancient city of Minoa. Among the historical
monuments of the area, the most interesting are the church of Panagia
Katapoliani, which was built on the site of an ancient temple (possibly
dedicated to Apollo), and Evangelistria in Xylokeratidi, a small church from the
Early Byzantine period, featuring impressive architecture.

On the north part of Amorgos lies Egiali, the second port and one of the island's
tourist resorts, as well as three more picturesque settlements: Potamos,
offering a panoramic view of the port, Langada which is built in a crescent
shape above the Egiali plain, and Tholaria, featuring cobbled alleys and
arches. The area near Tholaria was the location of the citadel of ancient Egiali

(route 4). From Potamos one can enjoy one of the most beautiful sunsets of the

Aegean.




Kato Meria is of exceptional archaeological and
historic interest. The area has managed to maintain
its traditional farming character intact. Here one can
! see the sefflements of Kamari, Vroutsi, Arkesini,
- Kolofana and Kalotaritissa, as well as the great beach
of Mouro, Ammoudi, Kato Kambos, Paradisia, and
Kalotaritissa bay, a natural fishing refuge.

A great feast is organized on 26 July in Paradisia, at the southwest tip of the
island, at the church of Agia Paraskevi. The feast will be a great way to get to
know how locals celebrate with traditional songs and dances. Other important
festivities include the celebrations of Agii Anargyri on 1 July in Tholara,
Panagia Epanochoriani on 15 August in Langada, and Agios loannis on 29
August in Vroutsi. The camival custom of the “captain” which is seen in
Langada on the Sunday of Tyrini is famous; the Easter period has a unique
charm in Amorgos, with the simple grandeur of the Epitaph procession
through the all-white alleys, and the festivities and dances after Easter. Other
festivities include the klidonas celebration on the evening of 23 June, the
pasteli feast in August in Chora, while traditional weddings in Amorgos are a

special experience.

The cuisine of Amorgos will satisfy even the most demanding visitors. Apart
from the famous patatato, it includes giaprakia (stuffed cabbage leaves),
kalogiri (aubergines stuffed with meat and cheese), and fresh fish, always
accompanied by the island's fine white or red wine. The traditional treats on

holidays are pasteli served on olive leaves, xerotigana, rakomelo and
seasoned raki (sweet drink with raki, honey and herbs).

The nature of Amorgos, its monuments and cultural heritage, all all there for
the visitor to discover through the numerous alternative hiking routes that the
island offers.









