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m Unbelievable, we keep seeing the same people all over the place.
N You've become one big group. YWas it good?!
mm \Ve all had twoe common interests. First, we chose Folegandros as a destination
knowing what it has to offer,
= mmm And secondly, we were having such a good time that we were absolutely prepared
""5\6 to share our moments.
mmm \Vell, not all, but we had the wonderful feeling of being one big group of friends.

Get recommendations

“Folegandros is a narrow and long rock in
the sea, and one wonders how it can
accommodate History, Civilisation, Beauty
and Mankind treading its length and
breadth. Beautiful and clean in every aspect,
Folegandros has much to offer, from stories
and legends, to flavours and fishing
experiences, always with an open-hearted
and friendly disposition”.

How to get there

During the summer, Folegandros is
connected daily by fast ferries with Piraeus.
In addition, conventional boats connect
Folegandros with Piraeus and the other
—_— —_— Cycladicislands all year round.




Between Milos and Sikinos, bathed in the light of the Aegean,
emerges Folegandros — an inexhaustible source of surprises for the
traveller. The pure architecture of its settlements, the paths
crisscrossing every corner of its landscape, the lovely secluded sandy
beaches with the crystal clear waters, the cobblestone streets of
Chora and Kastro, the panoramic view to the Aegean, the nights that
come to life and the merry-making that takes off with the wine in the
taverns mark the visitor with indelible memories.

In Folegandros, the beaches with their clear waters and beautiful sea
floor with the characteristic green stones of the island and the
deserted spots under the armyrikia (salt-water trees) offer the visitors
endless opportunities for relaxation and good swimming.

Folegandros is a favourite place for sea sports aficionados, such as

windsurfing and snorkelling, and every August the Nautical Club of

Folegandros holds swimming races and regattas in Karavostassi
and Agkali.

@ History is written in pictures

Folegandros has a surface area of 32 square kilometres and a
population of about 600 inhabitants. It has been inhabited since the
early Cycladic period, with the Kares and Phoenicians mentioned as
its first settlers. Next came the Cretans, lead by the son of King
Minos, Folegandros, to which the island attributes its name.

The capital of Folegandros, Chora, is situated inside and around the
Kastro (Castle) above a sheer drop 200 metres above sea level.



Chora is a beautiful settlement with genuine Cycladic-architecture

houses, cobblestone streets interspersed with squares — a construction
characteristic unique in the Cyclades — and many picturesque
churches: Agia Ekaterini, Theoskepasti, Agios Antonios, Agios Nikolaos
(cathedral), Pantanassa, Agia Eleoussa, with fine screens and
wonderful post-Byzantine icons of the Cretan School. On the main
street of the settlement (Kato Roua, as it is called by the locals) the

white, two-storey houses with the colourful windows and doors and the
stone stairways, leading to a small veranda with the wooden rails, built
one beside the other, comprise the outer wall of the 13th century Castle,
built over the precipice. Every night, the small gate of the Castle, the
“loggia”, was closed until daybreak, protecting the inhabitants from pirate
raids. It is a characteristic example of a medieval Cycladic defensive
settlement, inhabited continuously up to the present day. The view to the



Aegean from the sheer slope of the Castle in the square of
Pountais impressive!

Very close to Chora lies Agkali, the most beautiful beach on
the island, in a divine landscape with perpendicular rocks.

Three kilometres southeast of Chora lies Karavostassis, the
port of the island, in an inlet the entrance of which is blocked
by two rocky reefs. A picturesque, Cycladic settlement with

white houses, ideal for peaceful holidays and good swimming.

The road south of Karavostassi leads to Livadi, a small village in one of
the most fertile areas on the island. Nearby there is a wonderful sandy

beach with turquoise waters and an organised camping site.

Folegandros — a long and narrow rock in mid sea which in spring and
autumn is covered by wildflowers and an emerald green grass carpet —
is ideal for hiking. An extended and well maintained network of paths
cuts across the entire island, amidst the dry stone walls and terraces
reaching all the way down to the sea, interspersed by small churches,
old windmills, deserted “themonies” (small scattered clusters of
cottages) and gorges, giving an unobstructed view over the sheer sides
of the island and the blue of the Aegean.

@ Routes for all

0 Chora - Panagia. The “strataki”, is a whitewashed, snaking
slip road on the saddle of the sheer rock where Chora is
situated, leading to the monastery of the Virgin with the
imposing white imposing church of Kimisi, a 19th century
basilica with many domes and a high bell tower.
Architectural parts of an ancient temple that pre-existed on

this site lie in the church courtyard, while the torso of a roman statue is

built into the bell tower. From here the view over the Aegean is
panoramic!

QOutside the Castle, next to the precipice, lies part of the wall of the

ancient city.

@) Chora - Agios Eleftherios. A route to the highest peak, Agios

Eleftherios (455 m.), on the south part of the island.

) Karavostasis -Livadi. A tour in the eastern part of the island, an area

included in the Natura 2000 network, since it is a crossing point-reserve

for many migratory birds.

) sightseeing in Ano Meria. In the north part of the island, at a distance of

5 kilometres from Chora, lies Ano Meria, a sparse settlement comprising
of “themonies”, scattered stone cottages with outbuildings and a garden
— marvellous autonomous agricultural and husbandry production units.









