PAROS ISLAND

WWW.paros.gr

Get recommendations

Paros is so fascinating on so many levels that
many people love it having seen only one of
its faces. Don't jump to conclusions about
what you like, get to know the island first and
find your “own” Paros, the face that suits you
best. No doubt, though, it will charm you even
if you see a different side from the one
expected.

How to get there

Paros is connected by sea with ferries and
fast boats from Piraeus, Rafina, Lavrio, but
—_— also the rest of the Cyclades, the islands of
the eastern Aegean, and with Thessaloniki
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The island of Paros is famous for its golden beaches, clear blue
waters and nightlife. However, it has much more than that to offer
visitors, who will see a different island, offering may alternatives: its
rich natural resources, the fascinating cultural heritage, the unique
customs, the original traditional dishes and the famous wine, are
some ofthe island’s secrets that make visitors return.

It is one of the largest and most fertile islands of the Cyclades with
valleys, plains and farmlands, and covers an area of 186km2. It was
named after Paros, the leader of the Arcadians that settled on the
island. In ancient times, Paros was one of the most important
centres of the Cycladic civilisation, and renown for the quality of its
marble.

@ Paros gets the bestrecommendations

Parikia is the port and capital of the island, and an area of
exceptional religious, archaeological and cultural interest. In
Parikia one can see the famous church of Panagia Ekantotapyliani
(4th century), a magnificent monument to Christianity and one of
the most important Early Christian monuments of Greece. The
marble screen, the synthronon, the ciborium, the cross-shaped
baptistery (unique), the silver-plated icons of Virgin Mary and
Jesus (donation of the Mavrogenis family), the tomb of Agia
Theoktisti, the chapels, the Byzantine Museum, all fill visitors with
awe and respect. Next to Ekantotapyliani is the start of a stone-
paved alley leading to the Archaeological Museum, with exhibits of




the world-famous Cycladic civilization, as well as significant finds from

the Neolithic settlement from 4000 BC found on the islet of Saliagos,
located between Paros and Antiparos. “Gorgo” from the 6th century
BC, “Nike” from the 5th century BC, and the famous Parian Chronicle
from the 3rd century BC, a chronological table covering a period of
1,318 (!) years, are allimpressive.

The traditional settlement of Parikia generously displays its beauty.
Wonderful neoclassical mansions, traditional galleries, the fountains
of Mavrogenis, the house of Manto, the Venetian castle built by
Sanoudos, the duke of Naxos, in the 13th century. Walking around the
castle, one can see small chapels such as Panagia Stavrou (1514),
Agios Markos, Agios Stylianos, and the architecturally significant
church of Agios Konstantinos, one of the most magnificent churches
of the Aegean Islands, offering an amazing view of the sunset. The

view from the hill of Agii Anargyri and Agia Anna is breathtaking. The

Asclepieion was located south of the hill, and Delion, a famous
sanctuary dedicated to Apollo, Leto and Artemis, was located
southeast of Parikia.

An important cemetery dated from between the 8th and the 3rd
centuries BC was brought to light near the port of Pariki, and includes
tombs from different periods. Visitors can admire the important finds in
the exhibition area next to the cemetery.

@ Let’s go further into beauty

The next destination is Naousa, the most picturesque village of the
island. A visit to the church of Kimisi Theotokou (Assumption of Virgin
Mary) offers a great view over the bay of Naousa, the impressive beach
of Kolymbithres (huge rocks weathered into strange formations), and
the islet of Analipsi. The Venetian Kasteli (castle) from the 15th century
and the traditional settlement, port Langeri and Agii Anargyri are
worthwhile. Moving on, we reach the stone-built double-arch bridge;












