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= Ciimbing in the Cyclades! That's fantastic.

mmm Yes, you can go climbing in Serifos. And you can also surf, dive, fish,
and everything.

mm So you're in for Serifos? Now you've got me thinking.

= \\ell, discover the Cydlades by island hopping, isn' that what they say?!
Serifos then, and well have enjoyed the essence of the Cyclades.

E Hey, its worth going to Serifos.

Get recommendations

Serifos is very attractive exactly because it
doesn't try to be so. It remains a land
untouched by time and tourism. It welcomes
its visitors without worry or guile, because
everybody that chooses Serifos likes it the
way it is and always has been. Beautiful,
charming, shining, simple, full of joy,
liveliness, tastes and colours.

How to get there

Serifos is connected to Piraeus by ferry and
fast boats, as well as to most other islands of
the Cyclades.
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SERIFOS

In the centre of the Western Cyclades, between Kythnos and Sifnos,
where the blue of the Aegean blends into the red of the rocks and the
white of the houses, Serifos makes time stop for a while and invites
visitors to get to know its landscapes and its people, to seek calm and
relaxation on its golden beaches.

Serifos maintains its original island colour intact, as it has managed to
stay away from the frenetic tourist development of other islands in the
Aegean.

Legend links Serifos to Perseus, son of Zeus and Danae, who lived
and became a man on the island, as well as to Odysseus, who on his

return to Ithaca stopped at Serifos and was kept prisoner by the

cyclops Polyphemus in his horrific cave. The locals still show to
visitors the rock outside Koutalas cove that Odysseus threw at
Polyphemus when Odysseus escaped and left the island, as well as

the ruins of the great Cyclopean Walls.

@ An acquaintance that changes your

priorities
Serifos, covering a surface area of 75 square kilometres, has been

known since antiquity for its mineral wealth: lead, silver, and other

rare minerals. The oldest settlement of the island dates back to the




2nd millennium BC, when Serifos was first settled by Minoans and then
by Mycaenaeans, who started exploiting its subsaoil.

Its capital is beautiful Serifos, built panoramically on the top of a steep
rock crowned by the Venetian castle which gazes over the blue of the
Aegean.

The settlement includes two neighbourhoods: Epano Chora and Kato
Chora. Here traditional Cycladic architecture shines: snow white,
picturesque houses with small,colourful doors and windows, narrow,
cobblestone alleys resembling white labyrinths invite visitors to lose
themselves in their beauty, old windmills that catch the eye and serve as
areminder of the hard work of another age.

Climbing to the castle at the top of the hill, we come across its two
entrances, parts of the walls of houses (with Venetian emblems) that
formed the outside ring of defence and ruins of the ancient acropolis.
The view from the top of the castle, where the church of Agios Andreas
stands, is impressive and the view of the sunset from here is among the
most beautiful in the Aegean!

Below Agios Konstantinos, built in the rocks, stands the church of Agios
loannis Theologos and at the edge of the cliff stands the church of Christ
with the chapel of Agia Anna. Below the castle we find Pano Piatsa, the
old commercial centre builtin 1907.

Chora is also adorned with the churches of Agios Athanasios from the

19th century (cathedral), with a wooden carved screen and wonderful
icons, Agios Eleftherios and Evangelismos.

At the Archaeological Museum, housed in the neoclassical building of the
Town Hall (1904), you can admire a very interesting collection of exhibits
from Hellenistic and Roman times, and in the Folk Museum you will see
old pictures, old household items, as well as samples of the island's
mineral wealth.

Cultural and art events are held in the summer at the small, open air
theatre of the Folk Museum.

Livadi, the main port, and 5km from the capital, is a picturesque
settlement, spread out and well protected from northerly winds, where

you will have the opportunity to swim at a wonderful, sandy beach.

Routes for all

You cannot really get to know Serifos if you don't follow its paths, walking
on the rough and rocky terrain, which hides, however, green meadows,
and leads to many coves and beaches, offering magical images.

Serifos is a natural balcony over the Aegean with a view to all of the

surrounding islands - Kythnos, Syros, Paros, Sifnos, Kimolos, Milos.

0 Chora-Livadera - Megalo Chorio - Megalo Livadi.

A path which traverses central and southern Serfios, a wonderful area



that forms part of the Natura 2000 network, and extends from the
southern coastline to the peak of Troulos at the centre of the island, the
highest point of Serifos (582 m.).

The path ends at the coastal settlement of Megalo Livadi, an old port
from where mineral ore was transported. Here you will see the elegant
neoclassical building that housed the offices and the warehouses of the
mining company and the monument of the miners who lost their life in
1916 in a revolt over working conditions. Near Megalo Livadi, on the
slope of the mountain, are mines where ore was mined during the 1880-
1912 period. The sites of the area include the churches of Agios
Nikolaos, Agia Triada (in Megalo Chorio), and Agios loannis Prodromos
(at the Avessalos cove). The beach in Megalo Livadi is ideal for

swimming and therapeutic baths.

) Megalo Chorio - Koutalas. At Koutalas cove you will find a small

seaside settlement with a wonderful beach just at the feet of the
imposing mountain with its mines.

Here, prepare yourselves for an exciting journey through time,
observing the old tracks on cobblestone streets and ramps from where
the wagons transported the ore from the slopes of the surrounding hills

to the iron loading ladder which is supported on a pillarin the sea.

Serifos

) Koutalas - Aspropyrgos - Psaropyrgos -Kastro Grias.

To the northwest of Koutalas cove are the ruins of the circular marble
Aspropyrgos and on the Kiklopas hill stand the ruins of stone-built
Psaropyrgos, both renowned Hellenistic monuments, whilst on a hill
above Koutalas, at Kastro Grias, stand the ruins of a wall and

residences.

) Cyclops Cave. Southwest of Serifos is the impressive Cyclops cave or

Koutalas, which in ancient times was a place of worship. The first
chamber of the cave is adorned with stalactites and columns, and the
second chamber is covered along almost its entire length by a small lake.
In the next chamber there is an altar surrounded by various utensils,
traces of fire and bones, covered in stalactite material. The cave is
accessible by car from the road to Megalo Livadi, by turning left towards

the Evangelistria Monastery and next on foot, walking for 10 minutes.

© chora- Panagia. The road to the north of Chora after 4 Km. leads to the

settlement of Panagia, where the thousand year-old church of Panagia
stands, the oldest church on the island, with spectacular icons dating
back to the 13th century. Other churches in the area include Agios

Stefanas and Panagia Skopiani.










